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advises the King of Castile to avoid war with France if possible. There is more correspondence, and we have an interesting allusion to Eobert de la Marck, who has sent to defy the men of Cranendonck: " He has never been denied justice; it would seem by his behaviour that he only seeks for plunder/'
At length King Ferdinand had come to a definite agreement with his son-in-law, and having settled matters to his satisfaction, set off in great state for Naples with his young wife, on September 4, 1506. Philippe was strongly opposed to the cruel persecution which the Inquisition had carried on both at Granada and Cordova, and he had deposed the Grand Inquisitor Deza, and the fanatical Lucero. Later in September, when he was taken suddenly ill with a mysterious complaint at Burgos, poison was at once suspected, either from the ill-will of the Inquisition or of Ferdinand. But of this we have no proof, and the popular theory is that the Austrian Prince drank cold water when over-heated in "le jeu de paume."
On September 25, 1506, he passed away at the age of twenty-eight years and three months, to the frantic despair of his wife. She refused to be parted from the coffin which contained his remains, and would only travel by night, in sad and slow procession, to the burial. Her unfortunate mental condition was past all doubt: she obstinately refused to sign any papers or to listen to any persuasion. When her father returned to Spain, he announced that she had resigned the government to him, and thus became absolute master of theerongly
